ORIGIN OF FALSEHOOD AND EVIL

ing those forces, that are attached in their root-
nature to ignorance, to darkness of consciousness, to
misuse of force, to perversity of delight, to all the
causes and consequences of the things that we call
evil. These powers, beings or forces are active to
impose their adverse constructions upon terrestrial
creatures; eager to maintain their reign in the
manifestation, they oppose the increase of light and
truth and good and, still more, are antagonistic to
the progress of the soul towards a divine conscious-
ness and divine existence. It is this feature of
existence that we see figured in the tradition of the
conflict between the Powers of Light and Darkness,
Good and Evil, cosmic Harmony and cosmic
Anarchy, a tradition universal in ancient myth and
in religion and common to all systems of occult
knowledge.

The theory of this traditional knowledge is
perfectly rational and verifiable by inner experience,
and it imposes itself if we admit the supraphysical
and do not cabin ourselves in the acceptation of
material being as the only reality. As there is a
a cosmic Self and Spirit pervading and upholding
the universe and its beings, so too there is a cosmic
Force that moves all things, and on this original
cosmic Force depend and act many cosmic Forces
that are its powers or arise as forms of its universal
action. Whatever is formulated in the universe has
a Force or Forces that support it, seek to fulfil or
further it, find their foundation in its functioning,
their account of success in its success and growth
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